January 9, 1984

you the nunber of people that ¢ from far and wide to
speak against that little bill that said, let's cyait takin
taxpayers dollars and giving themto the the Chanbers o
Commer ce across the state, esyecially when the Chanbers of
Commerce very often are asking for things that yeople don' t
even want. Senator Lanb said he is afraid that this 010, 000
is going to grow. | guess he will never vote to give any
more noney to the Office of Econom c Devel opnent f or
busi ness because that wll probably grow too. In fact, |
doubt if the people that have syoken against this hurmongous
410, 000 which probably isn't going to anbunt to ten cents
per taxpayer if you consider all the individual taxyayers
and the corporations. It is probably going to cost each and
every one of them maybe, ten cents, |I' Il be big about it,
fifty cents, but whatever, | can assune that nobody that has
spoken against this 410,000 appropriation isgoing to vote
to appropriate anything el se that they think nmight be bac'k
at a laterdate asking for nore, even though there is no
assurance of that. You and | have been | obbied daily during
session by the League of MNunicipalities and by the Nebraska
Association of County Officials. %ere do they get their
noneyP They get their noney f romhe taxpayers and the
cities and the counties and again, the people don't have any
voi ce in what they arelobbyingfor and they areusually
here for what they think is good for the big boys. Iut
al ong come a bunch of senior citisens who say, we want a
voice in the state governnent, we want you to know our
concerns and here is the ten things we are concerned with
nost, ten bills that we have ironed out, fought and argued
with ourselves that we would |i ke you to consider. Senator
Howard Peterson says, let themrun for the officelike the
rest of us. They have the opyortunity, granted. They have
the opportunity but they don't have the noney. They aren' t
all hankers. They aran't all high financiers. They aren' t
all retired with a bankroll of 4100,000 CDs. Now | am going

to vote against this kill notion because sonebody el se in
here m ght come uy with an appropriation later on and |
woul dn't want to get up and say, well, we ought not

apyropriate this, they mght be back in another P\;ear want i ng
nore noney, and | don't want to be put in that yosition
wher e sonebody is going to call me on it. Besides that, if
we are going to listen to the | obbyists for the League of
Nuni cipalities and the county governnents and Chanbers of
Conmerce, are you saying you won't listen to the senior



